Individual global festivities shine
Diverse cultural traditions
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FRANCESCA NIKELL | SWEDEN

Originating from Sweden, sophomore
Francesca Nikell, celebrates Christmas
by enjoying Swedish foods and partaking
in a traditional stroll through a forest.
“We celebrate Christmas on the 24th and

BOB DEGEMMIS | CONNECTICUT
Bouncing back to Connecticut from
Michigan for the holiday season is long-
term sub, Bob DeGemmis who shares
his anticipation of the coming of Christ,

I would say the food is very different,”
Nikell said. “We have traditional Swedish
food on Christmas like a big table buffet
almost, with a lot of food. We usually go
for a walk, and drive out to the forest and

known as Advent. “For Christmas,
we'll start Advent and we’ll have an
advent race usually either here or in
Connecticut,” Degemmis said. “Back and =)
forth family will travel, we’ll go to mass,

make a lot of food on Christmas Eve and

do something on Christmas day, sort of

the same stuff every year.”

just go for a walk or we play games."

CHRISTIAN TORRESI | ITALY

Rejoicing in a special event called the Re Magi is something that Italy
native, sophomore Christian Torresi, truly appreciates. “We have
another festivity on the 6th of January and we call it ‘Re Magi’ with
gifts for Jesus,” Torresi said. “These men were three kings of the Arab
countries who paid homage to Jesus by following the comet star. To
this day, a figure, not Catholic like Santa Claus, was invented, who we
call Befana and is an old woman who brings sweets to children.”

LETICIA NERI | BRAZIL

Immersed in her Brazilian heritage, sophomore
Leticia Correa Oliveira Neri, observes St.John’s
Day, a celebration that commemorates the
birth of Saint John the Baptist. “We celebrate
St. John’s Day,” Neri said. “It’s usually like a
bonfire and a traditional dance and there's
food. There is no specific date.”

ANGELINA VASILOS | GREECE

SARAH CLINET | FRANCE

After living in France for nine years, English teacher Sarah Clinet, continues
to cherish holiday traditions from France, such as the Epiphany. “For the
feast of the Epiphany in January, which is January 6th we make a French
‘Galette des Rois’ [King cake], a cake with puff pastry and almond cream
in the middle and you usually hide a little feve [trinket],” Clinet said. “In
France, it’s like a little token and so you send the youngest [child], we send
our daughter, under the table, cut it and then she decides where the first
piece goes and whoever finds the little trinket inside is the king or the queen
and they get a little paper crown.”

Indulging in Greek food and attending mass is a tradition that
junior Angelina Vasilos takes part in during the holiday season.
Vasilos aims to have a strong connection with her family during this
time. “Every Christmas Eve we go to church until Christmas time
and then we eat all the Greek traditional foods and desserts, such
as Pastitsio,” Vasilos said. “We go to church and we make sure we
are as close as can be.”
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